Adult Education 2019
A wonderful opportunity to develop your interest in art and history.

Villiers Park Educational Trust has a reputation for excellence in education. Our adult
education programme provides a wonderful opportunity to develop your interest in art and
history

Discover Medieval England

Throughout much of the medieval period East Anglia was the most prosperous
area of England mainly due to its fertile countryside, network of waterways and
proximity to Europe. As a result there is a wealth of medieval buildings in the
lovely cities, towns and villages, unparalleled in any other area of the country.
Our study tours help unlock the medieval economic, religious and cultural
history of this area through its art and architecture.
Course Title
Medieval Churches, Monasteries & Cathedrals of the Fenlands
Anglo-Saxon & Norman History & Architecture
Medieval Cambridge: History & Architecture

Dates
Friday 12 to Sunday 14 July 2019
Monday 22 to Wednesday 24 July 2019
Thursday 5 to Sunday 8 September 2019

Art and Calligraphy

Our residential calligraphy course is designed to help students develop their skills,
knowledge and passion for calligraphy, heraldic art and manuscript illumination.
Course Title
Calligraphy, Heraldic Art & Manuscript Illumination

Dates
Monday 12 to Sunday 18 August 2019
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Medieval England
The guide/lecturer for these study tours is Jon Cannon. Jon is an architectural historian,
broadcaster and writer, and the author of Cathedral: The Great English Cathedrals and
the World That Made Them (Constable, 2007) and Medieval Church Architecture (Shire,
2014); he also presented BBC4's How to Build a Cathedral (2008). He worked for English
Heritage for ten years and now teaches (among other things) at the University of Bristol
and is a popular Arts Society accredited lecturer. He has led these very successful courses
for the past eight years.

“Jon Cannon is as good as it gets as a scholarly authoritative lecturer.”
No prior knowledge is needed to enjoy our Discover Medieval England study tours. Please
note that visits will inevitably involve spending time on your feet in places with uneven floors, unavoidable
flights of stairs and unpredictable acoustics. These courses operate with small groups, so booking early is
advised. We aim to provide the itineraries described on the following pages, but changes may occur if
buildings are closed for repairs or for church services, weddings etc.

Art and Calligraphy
“Gerald’s energy and enthusiasm is exceptional.”
The tutor for this course is artist and calligrapher Gerald Mynott FSSI who was educated at
Reigate College of Art and Design, where he studied Heraldry, Calligraphy and Illumination,
graduating with the highest marks ever recorded at the College. After working for three
years as a Herald Painter at the College of Arms, he studied at the Künstlerhaus in Vienna
in 1979, returning for his first one-person exhibition with Francis Kyle Gallery in 1980 and
has exhibited there regularly ever since. He was appointed part-time lecturer at the Reigate
College of Art in 1980 (now part of East Surrey College) where he continues to teach and
was appointed head of department in 1998. He is a Fellow of the Society of Scribes &
Illuminators, a Freeman of the City of London and a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company
of Painter-Stainers.
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“The atmosphere is extremely pleasant and conducive to learning about the subject. Everyone is relaxed,

discussion is lively and, of course, the facilities and the food are excellent. What more does one need?”
Our base for these study tours and courses is
the Trust’s attractive and comfortable
residential training centre set in beautiful
grounds on the edge of the Cambridgeshire
village of Foxton. Accommodation is in ensuite study bedrooms (single or twin).
Meals at Villiers Park are served in our
licensed restaurant. Our guests always
comment on the excellent quality of the
food.
Villiers Park is on the A10 between
Cambridge and Royston, with easy access
from the M11, and a couple of minutes’ walk
from Foxton railway station (on the London
King’s Cross to Cambridge line). The Centre
has ample on-site parking for delegates.

How to Book
If you have any questions, please contact our adult education team on 01223 872601 or e-mail
finance@villierspark.org.uk. We offer the Friends of the National Churches Trust a discount of 5% from the
price of each Discover Medieval England course (as indicated).
If you’d like to join any of these courses, please complete the booking form (enclosed) and return it with
your deposit to: The Administration Office, Villiers Park Educational Trust, Royston Road, Foxton, Cambridge,
CB22 6SE.

For more information about the charity please visit our website www.villierspark.org.uk
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“Two wonderful days full of interesting places and information. Stay made so enjoyable
by friendly, helpful people.”
Jon Cannon, the course guide/lecturer on this journey, will reveal this secret world in
which many buildings stood on islands in the Fenlands. A world in which local saints,
such as Etheldreda and Guthlac, inspired ostentatious architecture.
During medieval times the Fenlands were a rich, productive environment and the wealth
it generated funded some of the finest medieval ecclesiastical architecture and art in
the UK. From the mighty Ely Cathedral – the ‘Ship of the Fens’ which ruled the area as
an independent state - to Crowland Abbey – Crowland originally having the meaning
‘crude and muddy land’ – and to the tiny parish churches, the result is a wide range of
fascinating buildings.
During this course you will be introduced to the culture that created these structures,
how they were used and what they meant to medieval people.
Be prepared to visit a world that is at once familiar and exotic, horrifying and beautiful!

Crowland Abbey

Programme (may be subject to change)
Friday 6.00pm
Friday evening

Welcome drink (complimentary) followed by introductory lecture by Jon Cannon
3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional)
Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Saturday

We’ll spend the morning in the historic city of Ely – visiting one of the finest medieval cathedrals in
England, including a special visit to the 14th century private chapel of Prior Crauden, part of the original
monastery.
In the afternoon we’ll drive across the Fens to the little-visited Crowland (Croyland) Abbey to visit the
abbey church of this Benedictine monastery, with its memorable ruined west front.
On our way back to Foxton we’ll stop at the parish church in the village of Willingham to see the lovely
medieval wall painting fragments, including one possibly of St Etheldreda, who founded the monastery at
Ely.
3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional)
Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Sunday

Today we’ll drive to Castle Acre in Norfolk to see the Cluniac Priory, one of the best preserved monastic
sites in England. The beautifully decorated west front of the 12th century church stands almost to its full
height and the prior’s lodgings and gateway are extremely well-preserved. The extensive site gives a real
insight into the life and workings of a medieval monastery.
We’ll have a picnic lunch (included) at the Priory ruins and if time permits, we’ll walk through the village
to visit the Bailey Gate and the Castle, with its massive earthwork defences.
After lunch we’ll visit two remarkable parish churches in the Fenlands. Late medieval Walpole St Peter,
'One of the most impressive parish churches of its date in the country' (Pevsner), rich in fittings, fixtures
and fine carvings; and sumptuous West Walton, arguably the finest 13th century parish church in
England.

Sunday evening

Return to Foxton, where the course will end by 6.00pm
Optional additional dinner, bed and breakfast

Course price per person (includes 2 nights dinner, bed and breakfast, all entrance fees and guided tours; lunches are not
included unless specifically indicated in the programme): £415 (Friends of the National Churches Trust: £395). Additional Sunday
night stopover £90 per person (for 3-course dinner, bed and breakfast).
Villiers Park Educational Trust is a Registered Charity No. 225920
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“Thank you for a most entertaining, instructive and educational course. We did enjoy ourselves.”
A remarkable number of the best-preserved churches of the Anglo-Saxon era lie
within 90 minutes of Cambridge. This course will visit several of these memorable
buildings, with their distinctive and energetic architectural forms, as well as two of
the mighty Romanesque churches that replaced them. These structures provide a
unique insight into this easily overlooked foundation period in English history, from
which so little architecture survives. Buildings like St Albans Cathedral, rebuilt
within ten years of the Norman conquest present a miniature history of the finest
medieval art thereafter.
Our visits will include tiny Greensted church (see photo on the front page), the
oldest wooden church in the world, and two of the three surviving Anglo-Saxon
aisled churches in England – at Great Paxton and Brixworth. We also include the
most complete example of a late Saxon church tower anywhere in the country, at
Earl’s Barton, with the distinctive pilaster strips and long-and-short-work as well as
some outstanding decorative features.
The era is a defining one for English art and English identity. Our visits will explore
Anglo-Saxon and Norman culture and illustrate the continuity of architectural
development from Roman to Romanesque.

Earl’s Barton Church

Programme (may be subject to change*)
Monday 6.00pm
Monday evening

Welcome drink (complimentary) followed by introductory lecture by Jon Cannon
3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional)
Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Tuesday

Today we’ll be exploring Hertfordshire and Essex:
We’ll spend the morning in St Albans, visiting the Cathedral and Abbey Church of Saint Alban,
and there will be free time for lunch (not included)
Then we’ll drive to Waltham Abbey to visit the lovely church, with its Romanesque
architecture and connections with King Harold
We’ll finish the day by visiting two unique wooden structures in rural Essex – the churches at
Greensted and Blackmore
3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional)
Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Wednesday

We’ll head north-west today through Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire.
Our visits will start at Holy Trinity Church at Great Paxton, with its unique Anglo-Saxon aisled
arcades and clerestory window and then move onto Northampton, where we’ll visit St Peter’s
Church (now looked after by The Churches Conservation Trust, who claim it’s the most
outstanding Norman parish church in the country).

Wednesday evening

We will then drive to two All Saints Churches, the first at Brixworth, where we will have a light
lunch (included), before visiting the largest surviving Anglo-Saxon building in the country. We
will end our tour by visiting Earl’s Barton to see its unique Saxon tower.
Return to Foxton, where the course will end by 6.00pm
Optional additional dinner, bed and breakfast

Course price per person (includes 2 nights dinner, bed and breakfast, all entrance fees and guided tours; lunches are not included
unless specifically indicated in the programme); £415 (Friends of the National Churches Trust: £395) additional Wednesday night
stopover £90 per person (for 3-course dinner, bed and breakfast).
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“A well planned weekend, full of interest. Jon really knows his subject – well done!”
Cambridge has a history dating back thousands of years, but it came
into its own in the medieval period when the university emerged,
transforming the city from a Fen-edge market town to international
centre of learning. Cambridge has a wealth of art and outstanding
buildings and during this course you will get a private visit to the
internationally renowned collection of medieval illuminated
manuscripts in the Parker Library, at Corpus Christi College.
Jon Cannon has put together this interesting course to give you a taste
of the history, art and architectural heritage of the Medieval era. We
will look at surviving medieval parish churches and other religious
buildings whilst learning about medieval life, and the development of
King’s College Chapel
universities.
Our visits will also include St Bene’t’s Church which has a Saxon tower, making it the oldest building in Cambridge;
the fascinating Norman Church of the Holy Sepulchre (the “Round Church” – one of only five surviving round
churches in England); Jesus College, which incorporates some of the buildings of the Benedictine Nunnery of St Mary
and St Radegund; and the incomparable King’s College Chapel.
Programme (may be subject to change)
Thurs. 6.00pm

Welcome drink (complimentary) followed by introductory lecture by Jon Cannon

Thursday eve

3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional).
Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Friday

We’ll have a morning lecture and coffee at Villiers Park before departing for Cambridge.
We’ll start on Castle Hill, the Norman castle motte, with its superb views across Cambridge, and then
our walking tour of central Cambridge will include visits to the “Round Church”, Michaelhouse (the
redundant church is now used as a café) and Great St Mary’s Church.
Free time for lunch (not included) and free time in Cambridge.
We’ll resume our tour mid-afternoon, starting at St Bene’t’s Church and then continuing on to a
private visit to the Parker Library at Corpus Christi College, including a talk from a curator and
viewings of illuminated medieval manuscripts.
3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional).Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Saturday

Lecture at Villiers Park and coffee, then we are off to Cambridge again.
Today’s walk will start at Jesus College to visit the chapel (formerly the church of a Benedictine
convent), followed by a tour of St John’s College.
Then you will have a free afternoon in Cambridge. Jon Cannon will be available at the Fitzwilliam
Museum to point out some highlights of medieval art.
3-course dinner at Villiers Park followed by a film (optional). Overnight and breakfast at Villiers Park

Sunday

After breakfast, we’ll depart for Cambridge and start our morning at Queens’ College.
After a coffee break (not included) we’ll have an extended visit to King’s College and its iconic
Chapel, with the largest fan-vaulted ceiling in the world and some of the finest medieval stained
glass.
Return to Foxton by about 1.30pm for a buffet lunch (included), after which the course will end.
Or, if you prefer, you can stay in Cambridge for the afternoon and make your own way back to
Villiers Park.

Course price £570 per person (Friends of the National Churches Trust £540) (includes 3 nights dinner, bed and breakfast, all
entrance fees and guided tours; lunches are not included unless indicated in the programme); Please note that there is quite a
lot of walking on this course.
Villiers Park Educational Trust is a Registered Charity No. 225920
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“Overall, this is an excellent facility which I feel suits our requirements very well. I look forward very much
to coming again next year.”

Our tutor Gerald Mynott will introduce, in detail, all three of these art forms. Students will be able to spend
extended periods of concentration on their work, as well as receiving individual tuition from Gerald.
Course Outline
Gerald will tutor all disciplines during the summer school, but participants may opt to concentrate on only one or
two as they wish, they may also choose which group demonstrations they observe:

Calligraphy (intermediate and advanced)
The study of historical and contemporary calligraphy and creative letterforms will be tutored
throughout the week e.g. cursive gothic, uncial, versals and contemporary lettering employing a broad
range of pens and brushes (a list will be supplied when your booking is confirmed)

Heraldic Art (beginner, intermediate and advanced)
Sessions will cover:
- the theory and practice of the eleven Ordinaries – drawing and painting in gouache paints
- three heraldic Charges e.g. Tudor rose, portcullis, rampant lion
(reference materials and books can be supplied by the tutor)

Manuscript Illumination (beginner, intermediate and advanced)
Students will be tutored in drawing skills, painting and gilding techniques of a chosen initial-historiated letter
from historical research materials (Celtic, medieval). Students can study:
- the making of gesso
- laying and burnishing gold leaf
- tempera painting

Visit to Cambridge
We’ll have a visit to Cambridge for a private viewing of some of the finest illuminated manuscripts in
any collection in the world.
The calligraphy tutorials are suitable for anyone with some previous experience and practice of various historical
hands e.g. the round hand, formal and cursive italic and gothic blackletter. No previous experience of heraldic art or
manuscript illumination is required.

Timings and Price
The course will start with an introduction and welcome drinks at 6.15pm on Monday 12 August, followed by dinner, and finish
after breakfast on Sunday 18 August. The price for the summer school is £705, which includes 6 nights’ accommodation, all meals,
tea/coffee at breaks, the visit to Cambridge and tuition. Delegates will be expected to provide their own pens, brushes and other
materials (a list will be provided with the final invoice for your course).
Villiers Park Educational Trust is a Registered Charity No. 225920
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Villiers Park Educational Trust
Booking form for Adult Education Study Tours & Courses
Please note that all correspondence relating to this booking will be addressed to the first-named participant.
Please use a separate form for each course you want to book.

Course Title

Course Dates

First Participant
Title
Surname
First Name
Address

E-mail
Telephone no.
Mobile no.
Male / Female
Age: 18+ 40+ 50+ 65+ 80+
Are you a Friend of the National Churches Trust? Yes/No
Room requirement
Single / Twin
Extra night at end of course?: Yes / No
Special Requests (for example, disabled access requirements, any special dietary requirements, e.g. Vegetarian,
or any other requests – see booking conditions 6 and 9)

Other Participants (if there is more than one other, please copy this form)
2.
Title
Surname
First Name

Telephone No.
Male / Female

Friend of the National
Churches Trust? Yes/No

E-mail
Age 18+ 40+ 50+ 65+ 80+

Single / Twin Room
Extra Night?: Yes/No

Special Requests for Other Participants (for example, disabled access requirements, any special dietary
requirements, e.g. Vegetarian, or any other requests – see booking conditions 6 and 9)

We would love to know how you first heard about this course (please tick one):
Villiers Park mailing 
From Jon Cannon 
From Gerald Mynott 
From a friend 
Internet search 
From The National Churches Trust 
Or from a magazine advertisement (please tick which one):
The Arts Society Review 
U3A Third Age Matters 

Payment Instructions
Course Price per person
£
Extra night £90

No. of people

Deposit per person
£100 *
N/a

Total Amount Payable Now
£

*Deposit payable per person £100 (unless booking within 8 weeks of the commencement date of the course, in which case the full course price is payable)

Please send your cheque payable to Villiers Park Educational Trust with this Booking Form to:
The Administration Office, Villiers Park Educational Trust, Royston Road, Foxton, Cambridge, CB22 6SE
Booking Authorisation
Data Protection
Villiers Park Educational Trust will store the personal information you provide on this form in a database in the UK for the purpose of administering the course
you have applied for. We will retain your data for evaluation purposes afterwards, but you have the right to request us to remove all personal data at any time
after the course has finished. Your personal information will not be shared with other organisations without your express written consent.

I agree to accept the Terms and Conditions of Booking for myself and all others included on this form
Signature _________________________________________ Date __________________
Please retain a copy of this form and the Terms and Conditions of Booking for your records
Villiers Park Educational Trust is a Registered Charity No. 225920
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VILLERS PARK EDUCATIONAL TRUST – ADULT EDUCATION
TERMS & CONDITIONS OF BOOKING
Please read these carefully. Bookings with Villiers Park Educational
Trust (“the Trust”) are accepted only in accordance with the terms
and conditions set out below. In these Terms & Conditions of
Booking references to "you" and "your" include the first-named
person on the confirmation invoice (who must be at least 18 years
old at the time of booking) and all persons on whose behalf a
booking is made. References to “course” or “courses” include study
tours.
1. To Make A Booking
Please complete the booking form and return it with the deposit
required. Provisional bookings may be made by telephone but must
be confirmed by a completed booking form and deposit within one
week. Your place on a course will be subject to availability.
2. Deposit
A deposit (non-refundable) of £100 per person is required (or full
payment if the booking is made within 8 weeks of the
commencement date of the course). Cheques must be made
payable to Villiers Park Educational Trust.
3. Confirmation Of Booking
Upon receipt of your completed booking form and deposit, subject
to availability, we will send you a receipt and confirmation of your
place on the course. If the Trust is unable to offer you a place on
your course of choice, we will return your payment in full.
4. Payment Of Balance
Full payment is due 8 weeks prior to the commencement date of
the course. Payment by cheque, bank transfer or debit card is
preferred..
5. Study Tour Itinerary/Course Programme
The final itinerary and any other relevant information will be sent
to you approximately two weeks before the commencement date.
6. Fitness Requirements for Study Tours
Facilities at the Trust’s Cambridge Centre are accessible to
wheelchair users. However, unfortunately some sites we visit may
not be fully accessible to disabled participants and some study tours
involve a fair amount of walking over uneven surfaces (e.g. cobbled
streets, building ruins, steps, hills or country paths). Participants on
all study tours should be able to walk or stand for at least 30
minutes without aid or requiring a rest. You must advise the Trust
of any disabilities, including those requiring assistance, on the
booking form. The Trust reserves the right to refuse to allow you to
join a study tour if you have failed to notify it of any disability
requiring assistance, or if, in the Trust’s opinion, you are unfit to join
a study tour.
7. Accommodation
All courses are based at the Trust’s Cambridge Centre where all the
bedrooms have en suite bathrooms. 16 single and 10 twin rooms
are available. We do not charge a single supplement.
8. The Cost Does Not Include
The cost price of the course does not include travel insurance,
gratuities for services provided on a personal basis or
materials/equipment to be used by you during a course (a list of
these will be supplied with our invoice for the final balance due).
9. Special Requests
Any special requests made on your booking form will be noted and
we will do our best to provide these for you, but we cannot
guarantee to comply with your request(s).

is correct to the best of our knowledge. However, for reasons
beyond our control, changes may need to be made to the
programme, times and course lecturer. Therefore, we cannot
guarantee that itineraries and programmes will be followed as
published.
11. Cancellation By Customers
If you have to cancel your place(s) on a course, the first-named
person who made the booking must notify us in writing, giving your
reason for cancellation. The scale of cancellation charges is based
on the number of days prior to the commencement date of the
course that your written notice is received by us. The cancellation
charges are:
More than 60 days
14 – 60 days
Less than 14 days

Non-refundable deposit only
50% of the total course fee
100% of the total course fee

12. Cancellation By Villiers Park Educational Trust
Courses will run with a minimum of 10 participants and if this
number is not reached we reserve the right to cancel the course. In
this case there will be a full refund of all payments made and
notification of cancellation will be at least 6 weeks before the
commencement date. If cancellation is necessitated through force
majeure then we will refund the portion of payments made which
has not been committed irrecoverably by us to the course. Force
majeure is unusual and unforeseeable circumstances beyond our
control, the consequences of which neither we nor our suppliers
could avoid, examples of which are war or threat of war, riots, civil
strife, terrorist activity, industrial disputes, natural or nuclear
disaster, fire, adverse weather conditions or other similar events
beyond the Trust’s control. The Trust is not liable to pay you any
travel or any other costs, expenses or losses which you incur as a
result of any change or cancellation by us, or for any insurance
premiums.
13. Complaints
Complaints in respect of matters arising during the course must be
reported to staff immediately so that any problem may be
remedied on the spot. Our priority is to give you an enjoyable
course, and we strive very hard to do so. However, if our staff are
unable to help, and you still have a complaint, you should put it in
writing at the time and send it to the Trust within 30 days of the
course.
14. Limit Of Liability
The Trust is not liable for consequential losses in respect of any
changes to the arrangements for a course. No responsibility is
accepted for loss or expense due to sickness, weather, strike, war,
quarantine, negligence, loss of baggage or other causes.
15. Other Conditions
i) These Terms & Conditions of Booking and the Booking Form
shall form the entire agreement between the Trust and the
participant.
ii) Failure or delay by the Trust in enforcing or partially enforcing
any provision of these Terms & Conditions of Booking will not
be construed as a waiver of any of its rights under the Terms &
Conditions of Booking.
iii) Nothing in these Terms & Conditions of Booking will be
enforceable by virtue of the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties)
Act 1999 by any person other than the participant and the
Trust.
iv) These Terms & Conditions of Booking shall be governed by
English law and the parties submit to the exclusive jurisdiction
of the English courts.

10. Changes by the Trust
At the time of publication all information in our brochures/leaflets
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